
RANDOLPH MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
Charlotte, NC

Prior to renovation, Randolph Middle School 
was undersized and housed 800 students, 
approximately 100 of which were exceptional 
or physically challenged.  The original 1966 
building was designed with stepped floor 
elevations, which took advantage of the 
sloping site, and a two-story section at the 
west end.  Most of the floor levels were only 
accessible with the use of a chair lift, which 
created significant problems for the E.C. 
student population. 

The goals of the project were to bring the 
school up to the current CMS baseline 
standard where feasible, increasing the 
capacity from 800 to approximately 1200 
students. A modular classroom addition 
was constructed, connecting to the existing 
building. Another addition occurred adjacent 
to the two-story section, containing a 
glass-enclosed monumental stair and 
elevator lobby, providing accessibility to 
the existing gymnasium on the lower level, 
as well as additional kitchen space and 
new toilets.  Much of the remainder of the 
school was renovated to provide new areas 
for administration, media center, kitchen, 
cafeteria, classrooms, and accessible 
toilets.  In addition, all of the chair lifts and 
corridor stairs were eliminated and replaced 
with accessible ramps the full width of the 
corridors to provide an equitable means of 
circulation.

Summary:
• Construct new addition for stair and elevator lobby
• Provide modular classroom building
• Reuse existing gymnasium
• Renovate existing building, including a relocated/

enlarged media center, music rooms, administration, 
kitchen, and classrooms.

• Expand the cafeteria into adjacent space.
• Replace chair lifts and corridor stairs with accessible

ramps.

118,000 SF (renovation)
7,000 SF (addition)
$11.8 M

August 2008
The FWA Group
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lower level plan
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south elevation wall section[24]



west elevation 

building section
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